
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fr. Gauthier’s Story 
From ‘A Stigmatist, Marie-Rose Ferron,’ by Jeanne Savard Bonin, 1988, Chapter 5, pp 97-101. 
 

Rose’s First Director 
 

 “Father Adrien Gauthier, assistant-pastor of the St. Roch parish in Fall River was Rose’s first 

confessor.  He tells us “that he led her towards perfect submission to the Will of God”.  He was the 

first to teach her how to become a saint by offering her sufferings for the love of God and souls. 
 

 “He often brought her holy Communion.   He trained her how to live for the Eucharist in the 

presence of God.  At that time, it was relatively easy to abide by all that her divine Master desired to 

send her.  It was a passive form of acceptance. 
 

 “But later, she reached a higher level.  She did not only accept God’s will but asked for 

suffering to obtain favors, to pay for gifts requested for her neighbors and all this in a spirit of 

atonement for sins.  A third phase was that of persecution by certain people who were close to her. 
 

Father Gauthier relates… 
 

“In later years, Father Gauthier invited Harold Sheehan to visit Rose’s house; it had been 

purchased by the community of St. Roch in Fall River.  He says that upon the arrival of the Ferron 

family, like many other French Canadian families of Quebec, he had been attracted by this family in 

particular.  “It was no doubt by God’s grace” said he.  He started to teach Rose her catechism and the 

next day, while questioning her, he noticed that she knew more about it than he did. 
 

“While he was still a very young priest, it was found that Father Gauthier had a cancer of the 

stomach and he had to travel to Boston for treatments.  At that time, he was told that he would die 



  
 

within five years. 
 

Rose Assumes the Cancer of Father Gauthier 
 

“While visiting Rose, she told him:  “Do not worry anymore Father Gauthier; you have no 

cancer – you are in good health.”  And thereafter, he felt his strength coming back and his health 

improving.  Returning for a checkup, the specialists were most puzzled upon realizing that he had no 

trace of cancer. 
 

“Father Gauthier continued to visit Rose in Woonsocket every week.  But it is only on the day 

of her death that he realized she had taken his cancer upon herself. 
 

Intense and Unexplained Desire 
 

“One day, while going to the bank, Father Gauthier had a pressing desire to see Rose and it was 

not the usual day of his visit.  He could not do away with this impulsive force urging him to go to 

Woonsocket.  He had 60 to 70 miles of traveling to cover and he drove to Providence Street. 
  

“Upon arriving, Rose was suffering intensely and vomiting coffee grounds, classical symptom of 

stomach cancer.  He tells Mr. Sheehan all he could say was:  “You little Thief!  You little Thief!” when 

he realized that, during those long years, she had suffered with his cancer of the stomach. 
 

“That would also explain all the difficulties she had to retain food and 

beverage for approximately ten years, while keeping the sting of hunger and 

thirst. 
 

Father Gauthier’s Testimony 

“Father Gauthier left Mr. Sheehan under the impression that “Rose was 

true, as true as God himself.”  He talked in terms that established clearly the fact 

that there should be absolutely no doubt in one’s mind concerning the vocation 

of Little Rose. 

 

Father Gauthier Was a Godsend 
 

 “Fortunately, Rose met Father Adrien Gauthier, her first spiritual 

director, who remained devoted to her till the end of her life.  He taught her 

how to suffer.  Being resigned to God’s Holy Will, she gained victory over herself.  She accepted 

sickness as a vocation and even rejoiced for having been chosen to suffer with Christ.” 


